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Sec. 19.  RACIAL DISPARITIES IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM STUDY 

AND RECCOMENDATIONS; VERMONT SENTENCING COMMISSION 

 (a)  During the 2020 legislative interim, the Racial Disparities in the Criminal and 

Juvenile Justice System Advisory Panel, the Executive Director of Racial Equity, the 

Chief Superior Judge, the Attorney General, the Defender General, the Department of 

Corrections, and the Executive Director of the Department of State’s Attorneys and 

Sheriffs shall work with Crime Research Group to identify existing data that explores the 

relationships between demographic factors and sentencing outcomes and determine 

whether and where current data systems and collections are insufficient for additional 

analyses and what staffing or resources are needed to support more robust reporting.  

Relevant data shall include plea agreements, sentence types and length, criminal history, 

offense severity, and any other metric that may further identify differences in how people 

are charged and sentenced by county, race, and gender.  The stakeholders identified in 

this section shall also: 

(1)  perform an initial analysis of sentencing patterns across the State to identify 

where the use and length of incarceration may result in or exacerbate racial disparities, 

and make any related proposals for legislative action, including recommendations for 

further study; and 

(2)  jointly report their findings pursuant to this section and any associated 

recommendations pursuant to subdivisions (1) and (2) of this section to the Joint 

Legislative Justice Oversight Committee and the Vermont Sentencing Commission on or 

before December 1, 2020.  The report shall include any dissenting opinions among the 

stakeholders.  
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(b)(1)  The Vermont Sentencing Commission shall consider relevant findings and 

recommendations developed by the stakeholder group pursuant to subsection (a) of this 

section and: 

(A)  consider whether changes to Vermont’s sentencing structure are necessary 

to address the findings and implement the recommendations developed by the 

stakeholder group; and 

(B)  if it deems appropriate, issue nonbinding guidance for offenses for which 

there are racial and geographic disparities in sentencing. 

(2)  On or before March 1, 2021, report to the House and Senate Committees on 

Judiciary on its determinations pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection.    


